Board Approved 1/20/26

SPI Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2025 at 5:30 p.m.
Selinsgrove Borough Building — Community Room

Board Present: Carol Handlan, Bill Bucher, Jamiee Joiner, Paul Donecker, Kay Majofsky, and
Mary Jo Snyder

Board Excused: Chris Joiner, Rich Mease, and Ed Slavishak
Acknowledgement of Guests: Toni Niles
Meeting called to order at 5:32 p.m.

Approval of Monthly November Minutes: A motion was made by Bill Bucher to approve the
Minutes and Kay Majofsky seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Bill Bucher discussed the financial statements that had been distributed via
email. He reported that the S-month CD was renewed for another 5-month period. Bill also
reported that he will add our endowment funds to our balance sheet as donor-restricted endowed
funds. Paul Donecker made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report as submitted, and Jamiee
Joiner seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Bill Bucher also reported that a disbursement from the Community Giving Foundation of
$9,200 was deposited to the Rotary 100 pass through account.

Administrative Update: Carol Handlan reported on the usual day-to-day functions of the office.
She indicated that Jelena will be cleaning out the backroom, and then she will be visiting new
businesses that she has not visited yet. Carol indicated that no extra hours are currently being
worked by office personnel, but Jelena has continued her six hours per week while she is on
break. After the break, Jelena’s hours will go back to normal.

Carol reported that Beth Bilger, our accountant, is retiring at the end of December 2025. She
received correspondence that Bill George will be our new contact at Wagner, Dreese, et al.

History Association Committee: Ed Slavishak was on vacation at the time of the meeting, but
Kay Majofsky and Paul Donecker reported that there were approximately fifty people in
attendance at the White Christmas Talk of the Town event which went wonderfully. The next
Talk of the Town for 2026 will be held in March.

Promotions Committee: No report.

Economic Revitalization Committee: No report.



Facade Grants: Carol Handlan reported that all of the fagade grants have been processed.
Selin’s Grove Brewing is trying to get theirs done by the end of the year, and Venture Group,
LLC (Red Line BBQ Building) was granted an extension to 2026. In 2026, no fagade grants will
be awarded as those funds will be used to renovate the Common:s.

Farmers’ Market: The final stipend checks have been paid out. Deb Smith is returning her
stipend, preferring to be a volunteer and does not want to be paid. Deb Smith is currently
working on Farmers Market merchandise for 2026.

Carol Handlan reminded everyone to submit budgets prior to the January meeting. It was again
discussed about shortening the market season.

Chamber Commerce Update: Paul Donecker gave an update on the Chamber of Commerce.
Bookkeeper, Anabelle Walter, added to her responsibilities and did a nice job on a new brochure
she created. He said the quarterly Chamber Cheer meeting took place at the Polished Party Place
and had eighteen attendees. The next Chamber Cheer will be held on January 28, 2026, and they
have requested Borough Manager, Lauren Martz, to attend and be prepared to talk about water,
specifically, upgrading and repairing the water systems in the Borough and the rate increases
planned over the next three years. Paul indicated that he reached out to her but had not heard
back yet.

He also reported that places were packed on Late Night Selinsgrove, new businesses did well,
and that the extra lighting was helpful. The events held on Saturday, December 6, the stocking
decorating event had about thirty-five children, and Santa’s Pet Parade went well. He indicated
that they will need to promote the Gingerbread Decorating Contest better next year, and that the
Passport Promotion is going well.

Commons Committee: Carol Handlan reported that she is still working on putting a true
committee together. She indicated that Toni Niles filed three grant requests with the Degenstein
Foundation which were due on December 1%, Carol talked about Toni’s research on a number of
grants we will be seeking funding from for streetscapes and signage. We do need to work
together with the Borough on some of them. Carol Handlan wants to have a date on their
calendar for review and to address the sidewalks and banana/feather flags which some have rods
that stick out of the sidewalk, and trash receptacles need to be finalized. We have $10,000 from
the Rudy Gelnett Foundation for this purpose. She indicated that the signage codes in the
Borough have not kept up with what is happening in town. Carol seeks to have the Borough
change the codes on signage. Paul Donecker would like the Chamber to be involved in this
conversation. January 5, 2026, at 3:30 p.m. has been set to meet on this.

Toni Niles gave an update on the grant requests she has prepared and submitted on behalf of
SPI, including three from the Degenstein Foundations. The Charles and Betty grant which is up
to $5,000.00, the Charles grant also up to $5,000.00, and the 1994 Charles grant which awards
larger amounts. She indicated that she broke down the Commons renovation project for lights
and cameras seeking funding from other sources. They recommended that we apply to all three
of the available Degenstein grants. Total project costs were estimated at $79,500. All were
submitted on a tight deadline and filed on time. We can reapply every quarter if desired.



Requests were submitted for pergola over the stage, entry pergola, cameras for security, lighting,
non-cash costs, volunteer hours, project development, walkway lighting, upper lighting, and we
are currently waiting to hear back on any decisions from our requests.

She also indicated that T-Mobile has a community grant, and she will seek out funding for the
same project from various sources. She will create a spreadsheet to track the grants. Others she is
looking into are Keep PA Beautiful from Giant Company, Streetscapes, and other local grants
like the Battram Community Fund in Middleburg in addition to the national Clif Family
Foundation, an inclusive outdoor access grant, a Walmart Grant, and a PennDOT grant. She also
created email handles and one for herself, niles@selinsgroveprojects.org. Bill Bucher also
mentioned that The Community Giving Foundation has grants available as well.

Carol Handlan mentioned that she was made aware that $142,000 in grant requests were made
to the Rudy Gelnett Foundation, and our requests will not be fully funded. Carol also mentioned
that Rotary asked us to apply for them through us, and we will not do that for them. SPI will not

be paying for Toni to search out grants for other organizations. Toni will consider seeking grants
for a mural, renovations, and accessibility grants. After the first of the year, we will be getting
quotes for construction on letterhead to make available if we need them for providers of our
requested grants.

Events Updates:

Rudy Gelnett Music Series: Carol Handlan reported that the 2026 request for Gelnett funding
was submitted for downtown musical performances through September.

Selinsgrove Brewfest: Carol Handlan reported that an Al update requests for communication for
Brewfest 2026.

Market Street Festival: Carol Handlan reported that a date, Saturday, September 26, 2026, has
been set for the next festival.

Halloween Parade: Carol Handlan reported that Chris Kenawell has agreed to help out with this
event again next year.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:27 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Jamiee Joiner, Secretary
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